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and place it on their head with signs of intense pleasure ;
they shout with joy as they come in sight of the meeting
of the waters of the Ganges with the sea at Saugor
Island ; and there can be no doubt that, in the minds
of many, there is the firm conviction that a visit to these
places will ensure them invaluable blessings in this
world and the next. A few years ago, as one of these
pilgrims was returning from Benares, an accident hap-
pened, and he was asked to give evidence against the
railway official who caused it; but the man refused to
do so, and was apparently disappointed that through
the attentions of the surgeon he was restored to health.
He would have preferred to die under such circum-
stances rather than return to his ordinary avocations, and
lessen the amount of merit he had obtained by a visit
to the holy city. Many by the exercise of the greatest
self-denial, extending over lengthened periods, save a
little from their scant earnings to provide for the
expenses of the journey, and for offerings at the shrines.
Poor women, when their husbands are sick, vow to go
to one of these places, and though for years they cannot
fulfil their vow, as soon as they are able they start.
And when it is remembered that it is taught, in what
they believe to be an inspired book, that bathing in the
sea at Saugor Island will wash away past, present, and
future sin, it cannot afford much surprise that they
should wish to go.

.Formerly the journey to these places was far more
difficult and tedious than at present. Railways and
steamers carry many visitors with comparative safety
and comfort. But all will not avail themselves of these
"aids to devotion." They walk as far as possible, and
then crowd into unseaworthy boats, so that scarcely
a year passes without some of them capsizing in the